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Ohio and Gambier see soaring turnout in midterm elections
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR
CAMERON MESSINIDES
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

As polls across the country opened to
groundbreaking turnout for the 2018 general election on Tuesday, Knox County and
Gambier saw their highest ballot counts for
a midterm election in years. In Knox County, 22,430 voters went to the polls, almost
5,000 higher than the total in 2014, and
Gambier precincts counted 988 ballots, the
Village’s highest tally in a midterm since
2006 and more than two times the 392 voters who turned out for the 2014 midterms.
At Kenyon, about 900 students registered
to vote in Ohio, and around 600 of them
voted on Election Day and during early voting, according to Robert A. Oden, Jr. Professor of Biology Joan Slonczewski.
In Ohio overall, voters casted 4,382,382
ballots on Tuesday, according to the Ohio
Secretary of State’s unofficial report. If it
holds true, this represents the largest turnout for a midterm election in Ohio since
turnout was first recorded in the state in
1940, beating the previous high mark in
2006, which saw 4,185,597 total voters.

Kenyon organizes on
Election Day
During Common Hour on Election Day,
a group of around 20 students marched
to the Gambier Community Center from
Peirce Hall. The Kenyon Democrats organized the event to help encourage students
to vote.
Slonczewski was at the Community Center from 5:30 a.m to 8 p.m. to help facilitate
student turnout.
“I thought [the student voter turnout]

At 11 a.m. on Tuesday, Kenyon students marched from Peirce Hall to the Community Center to cast their votes. | ERYN POWELL

was very impressive,” she said. “Students
are voters, like any other citizen living in
the county, and they voted with all the other, citizens and it was especially impressive
to have that kind of turnout for a midterm
election. This was really historic. Also, the
students voted all the way down the ballot,
not just for the top race.”
Abby Kastenberg ’19 was one of the students who voted on Election Day. “I think
it’s important, especially for this election,
because people underestimate the impact
that the midterms have on your everyday

life,” Kastenberg said. “Voting for the little,
less glamorous stuff is what impacts you in
your day-to-day life the most, and it’s one
that people ignore.”
Later in the day, the Department of Political Science and the Center for the Study
of American Democracy sponsored a watch
party where professors and students gathered in Peirce Pub to watch the election results.
“I think it’s really great that so many Kenyon students got involved in the election,
either canvassing or making phone calls or

Campus Senate hopes to finalize a
new protest policy by end of semester
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR

Currently, Kenyon’s policy
regarding demonstrations and
protests is a single sentence
long. A subcommittee of Campus Senate has spent the last 18
months trying to change that.
“Kenyon welcomes and encourages serious discussion on
any issue from all points of view,
but the College will not condone
behavior that threatens the safety of individuals or is intended
to prevent, obstruct or interfere
with any of its activities and programs,” the current policy reads.
The new protest policy will
outline what is and is not allowed by the College. Those
drafting this policy hope that
it will emphasize that the College recognizes students’ right

to protest.
The push for policy change
began in response to events at
Middlebury College and the
University of Virginia during
the spring and summer of 2017,
according to Delaney Barker ’20
and Vice President for Student
Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham ’92, who are, along with
Professor of Mathematics Bob
Milnikel, co-chairs of Campus
Senate.
After a violent altercation involving students and a professor
led Middlebury College to punish students who protested conservative social scientist Charles
Murray, Bonham began to look
over Kenyon’s protest policy in
comparison to peer institutions.
Another incident that moved
Campus Senate to assess the
policy was the violent “Unite the

Right” rally in Charlottesville,
Va. on and around the University of Virginia’s campus on Aug.
11 and 12, 2017, according to
Barker. She said that following
the riots, Campus Senate decided the protest policy should differentiate between internal and
external protests.
In addition, Barker and Bonham both said that the policy
needed to make explicit the fact
that all students have the right to
protest.
According to Barker, different students perceive their right
to protest differently under the
current policy. She added that
students of color, first-generation students and those from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds might fear retribution
without clear protections.
page 4

just voting. And that’s a pattern that I hope
we can continue as a school,” Jessie Gorovitz ’20, who serves as the vice president
of College Democrats of Ohio and the national field director for College Democrats
of America, said. “I think it’s something that
makes us unique among a lot of colleges in
Ohio. We have unusually high rates of voter
registration and participation, and I think
that’s something we should continue to be
really proud of, and cultivate as a civically
engaged and active campus.”
page 3
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Via digital stories, class shares Latinx, first-gen experiences
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

Students in the class were divided into
groups of two or three and they made a digital story about someone from their group. On
Thursday, there were five presentations made by
Kenyon students about their personal experiences, and two videos in Spanish produced by
the high school students about The House on
Mango Street, a novel both classes read. Kenyon
students worked with the high schoolers to help
them in the process of making the videos. Together, students explored Latinx first-generation
student experiences both through literature and
digital storytelling.
“Our hope is that these presentations will expand our horizons of inclusivity and diversity.
I also wanted to provide my students the opportunity to build a bridge towards themselves,
especially what it means to be a first-generation
and/or Latinx student here in Ohio,” RománOdio said at the beginning of the event. “We
hope that that bridge then will extend to you all
so you can participate in what they discovered
in their journey.”
The first digital story, titled “Rooted,” depicted Samuel Canceso’s ’21 experience as a
first-generation Latinx student and some of the
difficulties he faced in a predominantly white
school. “I found myself wearing a mask, a mask

Celeste Ramirez Diaz ’22 was born on Jan.
1, 2000, at 12:01 a.m. in Reynosa, Mexico. The
mayor gifted her family financial support as
she was the first baby to be born that year, and
with that money they were able to move to the
United States. In the digital story titled “Lucky,”
Diaz presented her experience as a first-generation and Latinx student during the “Digital Stories: First Gen and Latinx Experiences” event
on Nov. 1 in the Gund Gallery’s Community
Foundation Theater.
Students in the Contemporary Latino Literature and Film (SPAN 381) class presented videos last week as part of the course’s communityengaged learning component. This semester the
course is taught by Professor of Spanish Clara
Román-Odio. Kenyon students also worked
with Mount Vernon High School students who
are in Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP)
Spanish class.
“If you’re not engaged with real issues and
you’re not confronted with them, or if you don’t
tackle them, truly, everything becomes an abstract argument,” she said. “So I think that embodying the argument into experiential learning can be very beneficial.”

Students present about Latinx and first-generation experiences. | CHUZHU ZHONG

that was created in hopes to fit in but rather
than helping me, it was causing pain and selfhatred. I had become a completely different person while wearing my mask. I became a ghost.
I was lost,” Canceso said in the video. After reconnecting with his culture, he felt comfortable
with his identity again. “Being rooted in my culture shifted self-hatred to joy and inspiration. In
those roots, I found my true self; rooted, I am
a successful, maskless, unashamed MexicanAmerican.”
Román-Odio noted that she was very
pleased with all the presentations. “They are

deep and show that [the students] worked with
an understanding of themselves in this context,
and I think that they themselves were surprised
at the outcomes,” she said.
Jorge Dumenigo ’21 is one of the students in
the class who helped make a digital story about
his classmate, and found the experience insightful. “I think, through listening to various stories,
I learned more about the importance of speaking, talking about your story and being genuine
about it,” he said. “Listening to these stories has
inspired me to look into myself and to figure out
more about myself and my story.”

Global Kenyon: Nigeria considering Conference to showcase
birth policy to limit overpopulation queer, trans scholarship
OLIVER PEARSON
STAFF WRITER

With population growth at 2.6
percent and fertility rate at 5.6 births
per woman, Nigerian finance minister Zainab Ahmed announced that
Nigeria is considering limiting the
number of children a woman can
have to two in hopes of improving the
country’s economic recession.
Nigeria is currently the most populated country on the African continent with 195 million people. It also
has one of the largest economies in the
region. Ahmed stated in a session at
the 24th Nigerian Economic Summit
in Abuja that Nigeria was that overpopulation is one of the greatest challenges facing her nation’s Economic
Growth and Recovery Plan (EGRP)
of the Federal Government.
Ahmed said that she is consulting
religious leaders across the country

to find a policy targeting population
growth. Assistant Professor of Political Science Jacqueline McAllister sees
religious communities as those likely
to be most opposed to such a policy.
“The North is mostly Muslim and
the South is mostly Christian, and
they are both really devout communities that really prioritize having a lot of
children,” McAllister said.
Overpopulation is one of several
big problems facing Nigeria. “The
educational system is a mess, the
economy is slowing down, and when
you have a lot of people, it puts a lot
of strain on those areas,” McAllister
said. Contributing to this situation
is the high birth rate among women
who have not yet finished school.
Abortion is currently outlawed in
Nigeria, and only 20 percent of the
female population have access to contraceptives. As the Nigerian economy
begins to urbanize, she stated that

much of the population struggles to
see having fewer children as a benefit.
By encouraging women to stay in
school, educating mothers on matters
of birth control and supplying them
with different takes on the Bible and
other religious texts in respect to this
issue, McAllister promotes the idea
that women have a choice in an environment where husbands indicate
that they do not.
McAllister also advocated against
the constraints of legislation as the basis of the solution.
“One idea that I thought was interesting was that instead of trying to
legislate that women should only have
so many children, that the real goal
should be to try to empower women,”
McAllister said. “Focusing on empowerment and getting the religious
leaders throughout the country on
board and dialoguing there might be
better than doing a top-down policy.”

CORRECTION

In the Nov. 1 article “Hal Grace ’43 honored for service in Air Force,” the Collegian incorrectly
reported that the College memorialized Grace on Oct. 27. It was actually the Kenyon Delta Kappa
Epsilon Alumni Association that memorialized Grace. The Collegian regrets this error.

KAYLEIGH MCCOY
STAFF WRITER

Next April, the College will
host the inaugural session of the
Queer and Trans Studies Conference, a new biennial conference sponsored by the Office of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
(ODEI). The event is designed
to be an “interdisciplinary, intersectional conference for
queer and trans scholarship”
according to Timothy Bussey,
assistant director of ODEI. It
includes four tracks: healthcare
and technology, visual and performing arts, humanities and
popular culture, politics and
society and the law.
“There isn’t really an event
like this in this part of Ohio,”
Bussey said. The conference is
accepting works from both undergraduate and graduate students, and it is open to all community members. Bussey hopes
that this will allow attendees to
network and interact with peers

from other institutions. Interest
appears high, as ODEI has already received proposals from as
far away as New England.
Though the conference is focused on showcasing academic
works, intersectionality and accessibility are also priorities in
its development. “We want this
conference to be very accessible,
so in a lot of ways this is mirroring what you would see in more
community-based conferences”
said Bussey. This commitment
includes free registration, free
breakfast and lunch for all attendees. Accessible spaces will
be used when possible, and socialization and networking
spaces for queer and trans people of color will also be available.
Undergraduate and graduate
students can submit proposals
through ODEI’s webpage until
Dec. 21. Submissions may include ideas such as workshops,
performances and facilitated dialogues or panels as well as academic papers.
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While the U.S. House shifts leftward, Republicans hold Ohio
BETÜL AYDIN | NEWS EDITOR & CAMERON MESSINIDES | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students march to the ballot box at the Gambier Community Center on Tuesday. | ERYN POWELL

Students vote early in Mount Vernon on Nov. 2. | ARMIYA SHAIKH

Poll worker Dan Pry in the Gambier Community Center after polls officially closed | ERYN POWELL

Continued from Page 1

State government
remains in
Republican hands

Jamie Sussman ’21 encourages students to vote. | ERYN POWELL

Despite the high turnout,
Tuesday’s election changed
very little in Ohio. On the
national stage, voter enthusiasm propelled Democrats
to a 28-seat pickup and the
majority in the U.S. House,
but none of those seats came
from Ohio. Republicans Mike
DeWine and Jon Husted defeated Democrats Richard
Cordray and Betty Sutton in
the state’s gubernatorial race
by a 4.2-point margin. By
similar margins, Republicans
Dave Yost, Keith Faber, Frank
LaRose and Robert Sprague
were elected as Ohio Attorney General, Auditor of State,
Secretary of State and Treasurer of State, respectively.
The GOP also retained
control of the Ohio General
Assembly, with a 10-6 majority in the State Senate (one
race, Ohio’s 3rd district, is
still too close to call at the
time of publication) and a

62-37 majority in the State
House of Representatives.
In Ohio’s 7th congressional district, which includes
Knox County, Republican
Bob Gibbs won re-election to
the U.S. House over Democratic challenger Ken Harbaugh by more than 45,000
votes. Republicans will also
represent Knox County in the
General Assembly: Andrew
O. Brenner won the Ohio
Senate’s 19th seat over Louise
Valentine, and Rick Carfagna
was elected to the House of
Representatives over Kathleen A. Tate.
Democrats in Ohio had a
better night in the U.S. Senate and the state judiciary.
Incumbent Senator Sherrod
Brown, widely regarded as a
safe bet to win re-election in
the run-up to Election Day,
secured a 6.4-point victory
over Republican Jim Renacci.
In races for two seats on the
Supreme Court of Ohio, Michael P. Donnelly and Melody J. Stewart, who primaried
with the Democratic Party,
both won. Republican justices currently hold all seven
seats on the court.
In addition, Stewart is the
first black woman to be elected
to the Supreme Court of Ohio.
The only statewide issue on
the ballot, State Issue 1, was
defeated by nearly a 2-to-1
margin. On Tuesday, 63.4 percent of voters voted “no” on
the issue, which would have
reduced drug use and possession charges from felonies to
misdemeanors via an amendment to the state constitution.

Local polarization
recalls 2016 results
Although across the country a
“blue wave” pushed districts to the
left this year, the Knox County and
Gambier had consistent results
with the 2016 presidential election.
In that race, President Donald
Trump won the county with 19,131
votes, good for a 38-point margin
over Hillary Clinton, who managed just 8,171. In just the Gambier
precincts, however, Clinton defeated Trump by 85 points.
This year, a similar split yet
again made Gambier a blue dot
in a red field. In Tuesday’s partisan races, Knox County voters
elected Republicans by an average of 34 points. In those same
races, Gambier voters powered
Democrats ahead of Republicans by an average margin of 85
points. The Village selected only
Democratic candidates in those
elections, but the county at large
only advanced Republicans.
In Ohio, Tuesday’s historic
turnout did not upset the balance
of political power in the state. The
GOP still controls the Ohio government’s executive, legislative
and judicial branches, and while
many Democratic incumbents
won re-election, Democrats did
not gain much ground in a state
that has trended more red than
purple in recent years. If Knox
County and Gambier are any indication, partisan splits could be
as stark as they were in 2016, and
Tuesday’s results don’t provide
much evidence to suggest that
will change by the presidential
election in 2020.
Eryn Powell ’20 and Armiya
Shaikh ’21 contributed reporting.
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Local organization promotes discussions on racial injustice
Knox Alliance for Racial Equality holds weekly classes and book discussions in Gambier.
RONAN ELLIOTT
CIRCULATION MANAGER
CORTNEY JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

On Monday, Oct. 19, 15
members of the Knox County community gathered in
a room in the Hunter Hall
of Mount Vernon Nazarene
University. A mix of people,
young and old, sat at desks
grouped loosely around a
projector. The projected image stated the following goals:
“Promote the diversity that
exists in our community; Be
proactive to prevent local incidences of injustice and inequality; Serve as a resource
to the local community.” The
attendants spoke passionately,
suggesting ideas for events
and outreach opportunities.
This meeting was the first
of the Knox Alliance for Racial Equality, or KARE, a local organization dedicated
to opening up discussion of

racial issues within the community. The meeting was organized and led by Reverend
Scott Elliott, a minister at the
Mount Vernon First Congregational United Church of
Christ. A life-long champion
of civil rights, Elliott became
concerned about racial issues
within Mount Vernon in 2014.
At this time, Elliott’s church
hung a banner in support of
the Black Lives Matter movement. Shortly afterward, the
banner was stolen.
Elliott was surprised by the
community backlash against
the church’s stance. He believes it’s sometimes tempting
to ignore issues of racial inequality, even when they impact people in our community. “This is something it’s easy
for people not to see,” he said.
“Our hope is to bring people
to the point where they can
see that.”
KARE was created, in part,
as a response to the lack of racial awareness Elliott saw in

the Knox County community. of literature. Their first book,
While the group considered America’s Original Sin by Jim
structuring itself as a chapter Wallace, examined America’s
of the NAACP, they eventual- racial issues from a Chrisly decided that a local organi- tian perspective. Their most
zation would be more condu- recent, a memoir by Dan-el
cive to their goals of outreach Padilla Peralta titled Undocuand conversation.
mented, tells the author’s stoWhile
ry of going
KARE is Elthrough an
liott’s
most
[Racial inequal- American
recent projschool sysity] is someect involving thing it’s easy for people tem withracial justice,
out
the
it isn’t his not to see. Our hope is
benefits of
first. In 2016, to bring people to the
a visa. In
he worked in point where they can
addition
concert with see that.
to discusthree
other
sions of the
churches to Rev. Scott Elliott, Mount
book, the
launch a pro- Vernon First Congregational class feagram called United Church of Christ
tures panOvercomels of local
ing Racism.
commuStructured as a combination nity members who share their
classroom/book
discussion experiences with racism in
group, Overcoming Racism Knox County. It has also feaseeks to educate its members tured, in its most recent iteraon issues of racial inequality tion, a visit from the author of
by exposing them to a variety the book.

“

Associate Professor of English Jené Schoenfeld, has led a
number of these discussions.
She believes the classes have
been successful, despite the
problems inherent in programs of this kind.
“I think there’s always the
challenge of how you get beyond preaching to the choir,”
Schoenfeld said. “Some of the
folks who most need to think
about racism and white privilege in Knox County maybe would not show up to an
Overcoming Racism class.
But I think those who do
show up have learned things
and thought deeply and made
connections.”
The Overcoming Racism
class is open to the public and
runs in six week sessions at 7
p.m. on Mondays at the Parish
House. Students can contact
Priest-in-charge of Harcourt
Parish and Chaplain Rachel
Kessler ’04 at kesslerr@kenyon.edu for information about
upcoming sessions.

Student handbook redraft sparked Altered policy sets forth
by shift in goals, not policy changes guidelines for protesting
The handbook will be streamlined in order to be
shorter and more accessible for students.
ELLIE KLEE
STAFF WRITER

A committee of six students and staff members is
updating Kenyon’s student
handbook. Though no major
policy changes are forthcoming, the group is rewording
and reorganizing the handbook to cut the 50-page document down to a leaner 24
pages.
The revision process began last spring, when Vice
President for Student Affairs
Meredith Harper Bonham ’92
recommended that Student
Council review the handbook. She and Student Council President George Costanzo ’19 agreed to start a new
version from scratch instead
of sending the old handbook
to the committee.
Over the summer, Dean of
Students Robin Hart Ruthenbeck wrote a draft, which the
group has been editing line
by line in biweekly meetings
since early September.
Once they are satisfied
with the working draft, they
will share it with Student
Council and open it up to the
students for comment. The
College would then officially
adopt the handbook if it is ac-

cepted. The committee aims and-arrow storage options
to put the new version into ef- among the articles that they
fect by Jan. 1, 2019.
are cutting out of the handThe committee consists of book.
Ruthenbeck, Bonham, DirecThose regulations will
tor of Student Rights and Re- move onto Kenyon’s departsponsibilities James Jackson, mental websites, accessible
Costanzo, Sriya Chadalavada through links in the online
’19 and Nathan Grosh ’19.
handbook. “Most of what
“Frankly, since I arrived we’re doing — I would say 90
back at Kenyon over three percent — is we’re making
years ago, I’ve been wanting sure that all the articles are in
to
rethe right
vise the
place,”
We owe it to
student
Grosh
handsaid.
students to really
book for have very clear and easily
Bonthe sake digestable language about
ham does
of clarnot
beity,” said what is allowed and what
lieve that
Bonham, isn’t.
the handwho debook
is
scribes
widely
Vice President for Student Affairs
the
read, alMeredith Harper Bonham ’92.
handthough
book as
all
Kea contract between students nyon students are expected
and administrators. “We owe to be familiar with it. “We
it to students to really have used to print it and hand it
very clear and easily digest- out to students at the beginible language about what is ning of every year, but I think
allowed and what isn’t, so that it was probably used more
you’re making an informed as a doorstop than it was as
choice when you engage in a any reference document,” she
behavior of any type.”
said. Bonham and the other
Bonham and Grosh list committee members hope
microwave wattage limits, bi- that the new version will be
cycle policies and even bow- less intimidating.

“

Continued from Page 1

The policy also recommends
having an in-person discussion
with Campus Safety before staging a protest so that Safety knows
that it is happening and can be
aware if there is any possibility of
counter-protest.
The only time protestors need to
seek explicit permission to carry out
their protest is when they are planning to build a semi-permanent
structure — such as the wall that
Students for Justice in Palestine put
up yearly. In these scenarios, students are required to get approval
from the Director of Campus Safety
and the Director of Facility Services.
Bonham said that this is to ensure
structural integrity and safety.
The policy will also set limitations to how students can protest.
For example, staging a sit-in in
Peirce was cited by both Bonham
and Decatur as an acceptable form
of protest, but blocking the dining
hall or otherwise impeding accessibility would not be allowed. There
is also a limit on students’ ability
to protest in academic spaces. Protests that are violent and protests
that take the form of harassment
are prohibited.
“If someone is walking through
Ascension with a bullhorn in the
middle of a Thursday, that is not allowed,” Bonham said.
For external groups, such as the
preachers that picket on Middle Path,
the policy has more strict guidelines.

If an external protest is going to
occur on College property, that
protest must be sponsored by a
campus organization; otherwise,
Campus Safety can tell the protestors to leave, though they are
not required to do so. For example, protests on Middle Path in
the Village might be less obstructive than protests on the narrower
Village-owned sidewalks along
Gaskin and Chase Avenues.
“It might be preferable to allow
[external protestors] to protest on
that section of Middle Path, even
though technically it’s college
property,” said Bonham.
Currently, members of Campus Senate have presented the
proposed policy to Student Council, and are still taking feedback
from Staff Council and the Faculty Executive Committee.
Bonham and Barker hope that
Campus Senate can finalize the
policy by the end of this semester.
Senate has meetings every
other Thursday during common hour in Chadeayne Dining
Room. These meetings are open
to everyone.
“I know how it can seem weird
that a college administration is
saying, ‘These are the ways that
you will most likely protest us,’
but it’s for the safety of the students. It’s trying to protect the
rights of students and it’s trying
to protect specifically the right to
protest especially because there
can be differences,” Barker said.
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A thorough look at Kenyon’s historic and forbidden towers
CAMERON AUSTIN
OPINIONS EDITOR

From a vista south of the Brown Family Environmental (BFEC), the spire of
Old Kenyon Residence Hall rises just
above the trees that fence the Gambier
Hill. Atop the gentle slope of the eastern Village, Peirce Hall and its Philander
Chase Memorial Tower salute travelers of
the Kokosing Gap Trail. On a clear night,
the stars glance down at Ascension Hall’s
now-abandoned astronomy tower.
Kenyon College is well-known for its
collegiate gothic architecture, replete
with looming towers and sandstone facades. These towers, while a marvel to
examine from outside, rarely enjoy inside
visitors. The Collegian received permission from Director of Facility Operations
Steve Arnett to tour the inside the Ascension astronomy tower and upper floors
of the Philander Chase Memorial Tower.
Here is what we found:
The Philander Chase Memorial Tower
in Peirce Hall climbs beyond 144 winding steps to open on a panoramic view of
Kenyon’s campus. The several rooms that
subdivide the Tower — which were home
to art studios after the department’s inception post-World War II — now lie
empty, save the stairs pushing upward.
The occasional piece of graffiti decorates
the wall, and a few Keystone Light cans
litter the floor. Nowadays, the tower goes
unused and access is typically restricted,
but a radio repeater is stationed inside,
allowing radio communications between
College staff members, Campus Safety officers and Knox County law enforcement.
Peirce Hall — the portion which includes the tower, that is — was designed
by Alfred Granger, Class of 1887, and
completed in 1929. College Historian and
Keeper of Kenyoniana Thomas Stamp ’73

described the Tower’s construction as a
way to memorialize the College’s founder in “stone and mortar.” Before Peirce’s
construction, the only memorial to Chase
was a memorial tablet in the Church of the
Holy Spirit. The very top of the tower, just
beneath the weathervane, features alternating reliefs of owls and asphodel. These
motifs nod to the “Kokosing Farewell,” as
Kokosing roughly translates to “river of
the little owls,” and the asphodel flower
is mentioned in the song’s final verse. The
weathervane itself was modelled on the
silhouette of William Foster Peirce, 12th
president of the College.
The astronomy tower of Ascension
Hall was used for experiment and observation for nearly 90 years, from its completion in 1860 to approximately 1950.
(The current Franklin Miller Observatory was completed in the fall of 1993.) The
tower’s wooden ceiling features an aperture allowing glimpses of the sky above,
and the ceiling could once rotate so as to
provide vantages from all angles.
Few current Kenyon students have
seen the inside of the astronomy tower.
And while the interior is not much to
behold — a picturesque view of Samuel
Mather Hall notwithstanding, the tower
features little besides cobwebs and old file
boxes — several students have managed
to sneak inside. Some of their names are
inscribed on the tower’s wooden walls.
Even fewer have glimpsed inside the
bell tower of Old Kenyon Residence Hall.
The way inside was deemed too dangerous to allow the Collegian’s entrance, but
some students have braved the journey
as recently as 2016. Old Kenyon, the oldest surviving building on campus, had
its bell installed as a campus timepiece,
and it tolled the hour throughout the day.
This function was discontinued when the
Church of the Holy Spirit received its bell
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Ascension tower | ARMIYA SHAIKH

ing metal piece inside a bell — has actually been removed from the tower itself,
so as to discourage student ventures into
the belfry.
Caples Residence Hall might be the
tallest building in Knox County, but the
forbidden towers of Kenyon, with locked
entryways and forgotten history, loom
ever more large in the imagination.

Peirce’s weathervane | ARMIYA SHAIKH

Window at top of Peirce tower, now closed off to students | ARMIYA SHAIKH

Faculty Total:

Senior Total:

Junior Total:

Sophomore Total:

First-Year Total:

21

14

10

14

11

Katharine Weber

Andrew Hall ‘19

Joshua Biatch ‘20

Alex Gilkey ‘21

Jackson Wald ‘22

Massachusetts

Pennsylvania

Wisconsin

Michigan

Vermont

Carly Rae Jepsen
Ariana Grande
Weekly Scores

Justin Bieber

Michael Bublé

Carly Rae Jepsen

Beiber?

Answer
Name one of the states who
Recreational: Michigan
voted on whether to legalize
and North Dakota
medical or recreational
Medical: Utah,
marijuana on the midterm ballot Wisconsin and Missouri
Which Canadian pop
artist recently released
their single, ‘Party of One’?

tower in 1873, but the bell continued its
tolling for special occasions. These included ends of the World Wars, the inauguration of new College presidents and
football wins. Of these functions, the
bell has recently only rung for inaugurations, the last of which occurred in 2013
for President Sean Decatur. Because of its
limited use, the clapper — the free-swing-

Which transcontinental
country was the seat of the
Ottoman Empire?

Turkey

Turkey

Turkey

Turkey

Prussia

Turkey

Bouncing back from a significant
loss in population in the 1900’s,
this seasonally relevant bird now
numbers 7 million in the U.S.

Turkey

Wild Turkeys

Turkey

Geese

Doves

Crow

2

2

2

2

1
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Spooky Kenyon
How did the Lords and Ladies “Creep” it Real?
DANTE KANTER
FEATURES EDITOR

Jessie
Griffith
Jessie Griffith ’19 dressed up as the
Olin Wall (the construction barrier
around the West Quad site) as part of
a group costume this Halloween. She
originally wanted to commemorate
the recently destroyed Olin-Chalmers Memorial Library, but decided
that the wall was a stronger choice, as
more people could be included in the
costume. However, after Oct. 28, the
group decided to make some minor
changes. “After the fall, [Isabella Blofeld
’19] has a rip [in her shirt] and has a picture of a construction site right behind
it,” Griffith said.

SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
STAFF WRITER

Jaret
Dan
Jaret Dan’s ’21 costume
idea began with a storebought monk’s costume. “I
figured I should get a creepy
mask as well, because it’s Halloween,” he said. Dan, who
spent most of the day in costume, scared a few students.
“The first people I encountered in the elevator asked me
if I was the Illuminati,” Dan
said. “I’m really whoever people want me to be.”
ARMIYA SHAIKH

SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY

April
McDonald

ARMIYA SHAIKH

AVI employee April
McDonald gave a wave
while bringing some color to the dish return in
her “Where’s Waldo” costume. “[Waldo’s] just one
of the classics,” McDonald said. “He was always
fun as a kid, and everyone
knows who Waldo is.”

Savannah
Baterman
Several of the baristas at
Wiggin Street Coffee dressed
up this Halloween. Many wore
very elaborate makeup and face
paint, but the most noteworthy
costume was by far the most
subtle one: Savannah Baterman, who dressed up as a Starbucks barista. “I thought [the
costume] was really funny,” she
said. The apron came from a
co-worker, who had previously
worked at Starbucks.

SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY

Bob
Milnikel
Growing up, Professor of Mathematics Bob Milnikel’s favorite writer was
James Thurber, a children’s author and
humorist. At the end of his life, Thurber
wrote a book titled The 13 Clocks. Thurber described one of the characters, the
Golux, as wearing an “indescribable”
hat. “I decided I would be the Golux for
Halloween, and asked my friend Amber
if she would make me the indescribable
hat,” Milnikel said. “I sent her some pictures, and she came up with this, which I
think is just brilliant.”

ARMIYA SHAIKH

Julia
Borys
Walking through the servery at dinner this Halloween, it was impossible to
miss Julia Borys ’21 in her inflatable dinosaur suit. Though she seemed to struggle
as she weaved her way through the crowds
of hungry students, Borys was clearly very
excited about the costume. “I had always
wanted [an inflatable dinosaur suit] and
had seen videos on the internet, and was
jealous, so I bought one,” she said. Borys
wore the costume last Halloween, but this
year she chose to add a Playboy bunny
costume to the suit. “[Last year] I made a
bunch of jokes that there were two types
of people on Halloween: the ones that
wear barely any clothing and the ones that
are just weird, and I was the weird one. So
this year, I decided to be both,” she said.

SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
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The final act was prefaced by a chair-danc- Ronan Weber ’20 perched atop Gabe
ing competition that spilled into the crowd. Buyske-Friedberg ’20 during a scene.
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Left to right: Anna Hampton ’22, Olivia Lindsay ’19, Ronan Weber ’20 and Devon Nothard ’20

Kenyon approaches ‘Rocky
Horror’ with respect, polish

The production in Rosse was a thoughtful,
theatrical take on the famously raunchy film.
CHAMELI BELK-GUPTA
STAFF WRITER

Grace Halpern ’21 played “The Lips” in a dance number that opened the production.

Paid Advertisement

The Gambier House
Bed and Breakfast

gambierhouse.com
740.427.2668

Last Friday evening, the doors of Rosse Hall
burst open to a torrent of students clad in fishnet stockings, glittery boas and colorful makeup. People danced and drew on each other’s
faces with lipstick as the room filled with electric anticipation for Kenyon College Players’
shadow cast performance of “The Rocky Horror Picture Show.” 			
As the 1975 cult classic began to play, members of the shadow cast took the stage, mimicking and lip-syncing their counterparts in the
film projected behind them. Simultaneously,
a cast of “Transylvanians” moved through the
aisles, interacting with the crowd. Audience
members, led by the Transylvanians, shouted
the callouts traditional to viewings of “Rocky
Horror,” mocked the bizarre moments of the
film. While many showings of “Rocky Horror” are characterized by a ragtag shadow cast’s
improvized stumbling in a movie theater, this
performance was highly polished as the result
of incredibly hard work. The show’s director,
Talia Light Rake ’20, detailed the extensive process of mirroring the film.
“At the beginning it was tedious, and it was
really challenging, but slowly I started to figure out the best ways to get people to pick up
their actions and then we started to learn as
we watched more,” she said. “[Choreographer]
Maria Huey [’21] was a godsend, watching
those videos, writing down everyone’s moves
and then teaching it to everyone.”
This carefully rehearsed performance had a
delightful sense of theatricality thanks to elaborate choreography and vibrant costuming.
The joyful and lively production quickly took
the focus of the audience, and the film playing
on the screen became secondary.
In a show often known for its unsettling
moments of provaction, theisproduction was
notably respectful of everyone involved. A
scene depicting sexual assault is masked in
comedy. The traditional callouts, altered in this
production to be less offensive, make fun of the
film by using sexual slurs and transphobic and
homophobic commentary.
“I think that ‘Rocky Horror’ is amazing, but
it also is extremely problematic,” Light Rake
said. “And so I wasn’t about to let Kenyon experience ‘Rocky Horror’ without giving them a
framework to let them view it in.”

A panel, held a day before the performance
during Common Hour in Peirce Lounge, provided this framework. Assistant Professor of
Sociology Austin Johnson, Film Production
Manager Martha Gregory, Assistant Professor
of Drama Anton Dudley and Assistant Director of the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Timothy Bussey, led the panel, sharing
their opinions and expertise about the film.
The panelists discussed how progressive
the film was for its time in that it presented
an acceptance of queer identities. They explained how the film was able to separate sex
from identity and bring sex into conversation
in new ways. The panelists, however, tempered
their analysis of the progressive components of
the film with an examination of the problems
it presents. Dudley illuminated how the film
fit the format of the traditional musical; it features a world of otherness, in this case an exoticized sexual one. Johnson pointed out that
although the film’s presentation of queer people was groundbreaking for the time, it is also
more exaggerated than representational. The
discussion also covered the outdated terminology used in the film like the blanket usage of
the term “transvestite.” The panelists discussed
consent as well, as there are moments in the
film where these boundaries are pushed and
crossed.
A desire to be inclusive and respectful was
evident in the way the production brought attention to many of the issues discussed at the
panel, instead of re-enforcing them. For example, during moments of sexual assault, callouts like “coercion is not consent” were used
to make this moment more about the ethics of
sexual consent than an uncomfortable attempt
to make sexual coercion comical. Ronan Weber
’20, who starred as Frank-N-Furter, described
how validating the experience was and how important the show is for the queer community.
“Having a night where I could be so feminine, wearing corsets and fishnets and high
heels and tons of makeup and everyone still saw
me as the identity I wanted to be was incredibly
important. [‘Rocky Horror’] is, at the very least,
an opportunity to be sort of like, ‘Yeah this isn’t
what you expected, but you are still respecting
me and that’s what matters,’” he said.
Collegian arts editors Mae Hunt
’21 and Ulysses Yarber ’21 were members of the ensemble in “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show.”
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Pop-up art show celebrates
creativity of local students
DAVID CARSTENS
STAFF WRITER

At the corner of Main Street and Gambier
Street, on the actual crossroads between Kenyon College’s village and the city of Mount Vernon sits the Schnormeier Gallery, an art gallery
owned by Mount Vernon Nazarene University
(MVNU). Inside the gallery currently sits a
“pop-up art show,” with the goal of connecting
the arts communities of MVNU, Kenyon, and
other Knox County collegiate institutions.
The show is a joint effort between the Gund
Gallery and the Schnormeier Gallery, which
is situated in the lobby of MVNU’s Buchwald
Center, a 42,000-square-foot facility dedicated
to art and design. Curated by both members
of the Gund Gallery Associates Program and
MVNU students, the pop-up show primarily
feature works of art by the art students of both
schools, although the curators invited students
of any major to submit to the show.
In the center of the gallery sits a sculpture
of a throne made entirely of books. The sculpture, titled “Throne of Knowledge,” is by Kenyon College studio art major Kaylin Allshouse
’19. Most of the books are paperback, and
the sculpture even contains work by Kenyon
alumnus E.L. Doctorow ’52 H’76.
One of the MVNU students who contributed to the show is Cassandra Hampton, a soph-

omore art major. Her piece in the gallery is an
untitled oil painting that depicts the hat worn by
U.S. Marines against a deep pink background.
“I placed [the marine’s cap] against a pinkpatterned background. This speaks to the femininity of a female in the Marine Corps while it
pushes against the masculinity of the military
represented [by the cap],” Hampton said.
It’s a visceral image, but it’s also just one of
several pieces of expressive and technically impressive art by students of the combined Knox
County colleges.
“I think it’s a great idea to involve both of
the schools. It gives the students a chance to
network with other artists and reach outside
the art community in one school,” Hampton
said. “I also think it’s a great way to be exposed
to new and different ideas in art, there are so
many talented students among both schools
and it is really awesome to see them and experience that energy in person.”
The combined talent on display at the Schnormeier Gallery is beyond commendable,
and well worth the short trek into downtown
Mount Vernon to appreciate the efforts of the
Knox County artistic community.
The gallery is located at 221 South Main
St., Mount Vernon, Ohio. The pop-up showcase opened on Nov. 5 and will run until
Nov. 16. The show’s reception is on Nov. 8
from 5 to 8 p.m.

Student art on display at the Schnormeier Gallery in Mount Vernon. | BEN NUTTER

Francophone Film Festival
showcases colonial narratives
CHE PIEPER
STAFF WRITER

Gambier gains an international
perspective as The Francophone Film
Festival explores the French-speaking
world. The festtival held every third
semester by the French section of the
Department of Modern Languages
and Literatures (MLL). This semester’s
festival has included an especially diverse collection of francophone films.
The festival, which lasts from October
to November, has included “Makala”
(2018), a documentary on charcoal production in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo; “Félicité” (2017), the story
of a nightclub singer in the Congolese
city of Kinshasha; and “Moi, un noir”
(1958), a portrait of the lives of three
Nigerian immigrants in Côte d’Ivoire.
The festival will continue on Friday,
Nov. 9, with “I Am Not Your Negro”
(2016), Raoul Peck’s Oscar-nominated
biopic on author and civil rights leader
James Baldwin.
Assistant Professor of French Pierre
Dairon, who was responsible for organizing the festival and applying for the
French Embassy grant that supports
the festival, described his interest in
bringing Francophone films to Kenyon
as an extension of his primary field of
study: Francophone literature.
The Embassy provides a list of films
which may receive grant funding,
which Dairon says is both fortunate
and unfortunate. The list is tight, but
he says the Embassy picks good movies, many of which come from former
French colonies in Africa. Dairon tries
to establish a global perspective in the
lineup of films– and he hopes that Kenyon’s reaction is equally widespread.
“It’s not just for French students,”
Dairon said. This year the festival will
include an English-language movie (“I
Am Not Your Negro”).

Student Spotlight: Anastasia Inciardi
DANIEL OLIVIERI
STAFF WRITER

While most students print homework out for class, Anastasia Inciardi
’19 prints for fun. Inciardi, a studio
art and art history double major, devotes much of her time to producing
ink prints.
The subjects of her prints range
from lobsters and whales to herself,
playing rugby to her hometown of
New York City. New York is a particularly common theme for her
because she sells some of her prints
as T-shirts through Brigid’s Well, a
small store in Brooklyn. Inciardi’s
work first went on sale during the
2016 election, when she sold a series
of T-shirts and donated the profits to
Planned Parenthood. Inciardi also
sells her work via Instagram and
hopes to soon have a personal website
where people will be able to purchase
and commission work.
Inciardi has always been heavily

involved with the arts. During high
school, she worked at the Museum
of Modern Art and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. However, her interest
in printmaking only began when she
took Instructor of Art Ellen Sheffield’s
Book Arts (ARTS 191) class as a sophomore. Since then, Inciardi has made
prints in a number of different ways.
Inciardi tends to create many pieces
in short bursts, rather than spending
large amounts of time on an individual print. “It’s kind of like an index of
whatever’s in my brain,” she said.
Inciardi’s printmaking process
begins with a sketch in her notebook.
She then traces the sketch backwards
onto a linoleum sheet, a technique
she’s now mastered. “I don’t even have
to think about it anymore,” she said.
Once the carving is finished, she
uses a paint roller to apply ink. Next,
she puts a piece of paper on top and
smooths it down with a metal spoon.
When she pulls the piece of paper off,
the print is complete.

Inciardi draws inspiration from
many different artists, including the
illustrator Julia Rothman and the
printmaker and sculptor Ruth Asawa.
Inciardi also finds inspiration in comics, especially those written by Brian
K. Vaughn. Some of her favorite comics include “Paper Girls” and “Saga”
for their original characters and art.
Her next project will take its inspiration from literature. Inciardi plans to
create one enormous print illustrating
the cities from Italo Calvino’s Invisible
Cities, a novel in which a fictionalized
Marco Polo tells stories of 55 fantastical cities he has visited. She plans
to write her own stories underneath
each city.
Despite being such an accomplished printmaker, Inciardi is just
taking her first formal printmaking
class, taught by Associate Professor
of Art Read Baldwin, this semester.
She has done a lot of experimenting in
class: making prints with etchings on
plexiglass as well as using the school’s

His goal is to create a dialogue between some of the movies he selects —
particularly this week, “Moi, un noir,”
on Wednesday, Nov. 7, which is translated to “I, a Negro” in English and
will be followed almost immediately
by the Friday, Nov. 9 viewing of “I Am
Not Your Negro.” Dairon sees a tie between Jean Rouch’s 1958 film, which
the Festival’s website calls “revolutionary through its attempt to address the
problem of the ethnographer (nearly
always a white man) filming subjects
(nearly always people of color) objectified and stripped of agency,” and Peck,
who the website calls, “a director from
the so-called third world looking at
and looking back at a black poet from
the first world.”
Dairon hopes that the films, which
begin with a faculty introduction and
end with a group discussion, will help
students to see the ties between anti-American sentiment in the global
south, Peck’s experience under the Duvalier Regime, Baldwin’s life as a black
man in America and the seemingly inescapable inf luence of colonialism. He
finds “I Am Not Your Negro” compelling because “it’s about Baldwin. It’s a
movie which is impacted by colonialism, but it’s about Baldwin and France
is not even there.”
Dairon wants the festival to provide
some community outreach. “There
are so many things to do on campus,”
he said, but he wants to build a space
where the students can connect and
continue to learn outside the classroom. The film festival does that, and
gives them the chance to see films that
they otherwise might not have gotten a
chance to see.
The Francophone Film Festival will
continue through the end of the semester, with showings of “Métamorphoses” on Nov. 28 and “Nocturama”
on Dec. 5.

The student artist discusses
her passion for printmaking.

Anastasia Inciardi ’19 captures a self-portrait in her studio in front of
her series of 100 prints. | COURTESY OF ANASTASIA INCIARDI

new laser cutter. In this class, she has
also recently produced a series of 100
prints in which she used strands of
twine to create unusual designs. She is
hoping to find gallaries to send these

prints out to soon. So if you’re ever at
an art exhibition and see an ink print
of women playing rugby, don’t be surprised if you find the name Anastasia
Inciardi next to it.
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LETTER TO THE
EDITORS
To the editor:
As former editor of the Collegian I would
like to bring to your attention some omissions in your recent article “Hal Grace ’43
Honored for service in Air Force.”
It was not “the College [that] memorialized” Grace, but rather the Delta Kappa
Epsilon (DKE) fraternity and their alumni who, according to the press release you
received in advance of the event, gathered
to honor a war hero and their fallen fraternity brother. Though President Sean Decatur and College Chaplain Rachel Kessler ’04
were invited, the College did not lead this
event. The ceremony continues the DKE tradition of exemplary community service, including, but not limited to, the Shawn Kelly
Memorial Holiday Party for Knox County
children, which celebrates its 28th anniversary this Christmas.

OPINIONS

kenyoncollegian.com

STAFF EDITORIAL

Voter suppression mars midterm gains
Now that the midterm elections are
over and the dust has settled, it is not
the time to harp on losses or victories
for any party. From now until the 2020
elections, we should turn our attention
to the systems of disenfranchisement
that too often render our nation’s elections undemocratic.
In Georgia, for example, Brian
Kemp (R) was allowed to run for governor while maintaining his position
as secretary of state — a position that
has him overseeing the elections in
the state of Georgia. Other states, like
Arkansas and North Carolina, approved ballot measures that require
photo IDs to vote. Though there is
an ongoing debate over the election
turnout impact of voter ID laws, especially on minority voters, there re-

mains the possibility that these laws
lead to disenfranchisement.
In Ohio, the Supreme Court recently upheld a controversial voter-purge
law that allows the state to remove people from registration rolls upon failure
to return a mailed address confirmation form and don’t vote for four years.
Some battles were lost while others
were won. In what has been described
as the biggest move towards enfranchisement since the Voting Rights Act
of 1965, Florida voted to restore voting
rights to over 1 million citizens with
felony charges. Though the ballot measure did not include murderers or sex
offenders, those with felony charges
such as automobile theft and marijuana cultivation have regained the right
to vote after time served.

While it is important to rally those
around you to vote in the next election, it is equally important that we
do all that is in our power to ensure
that every citizen maintains the right
to vote. Time and time again we have
seen that our democracy does not work
when only select voices can be heard.
We urge you to call your state representatives and ask them to take action
against disenfranchisement.
The staff editorial is written weekly
by editors-in-chief Cameron Messinides
’19 and Devon Musgrave-Johnson ’19,
managing editor Grant Miner ’19 and
executive director Matt Mandel ’19. You
can contact them at messinidesc@kenyon.edu, musgravejohnsond@kenyon.
edu, minerg@kenyon.edu and mandelm@kenyon.edu, respectively.

On Oct. 4, you printed a letter to the editor without balance that implies DKE was
suspended for acts of sexual harassment, debauchery and heavy drinking. These claims
are blatantly false and inf lammatory. The
primary reason provided for the suspension
was branding, which, according to [DKE’s]
investigation, was voluntary, not universal and did not involve pledges. It behooves
the Collegian to present a fair and balanced
view of DKE and the Greek system.
Thank you in advance for properly recognizing the community service of these
fine young men.
John Palffy
Editor, the Collegian ’79
[Editor’s Note: This letter was edited for
length and clarity.]
ANNA ZINANTI

Choices decide the environment, if not here then elsewhere
VIRGINIA KANE
CONTRIBUTOR

Ask any student what initially
attracted them to Kenyon, and the
natural beauty of Gambier will inevitably be part of their response.
Located on 1,000 acres of rural land,
our school is renowned for its stunning campus: its tree-lined walking
paths and scenic overlooks; the wildflower fields and hiking trails of the
Brown Family Environmental Center (BFEC); the peaceful twists and
turns of the nearby Kokosing River.
With such picturesque surroundings, it is easy for us to momentarily
forget the numerous catastrophic issues driving the current global environmental crisis. Anthropogenic
climate change, stratospheric ozone
depletion, air and water pollution
and exponential rates of human-

caused natural disasters have already
altered countless lives and continue
to pose an enormous threat to the
health and biodiversity of our planet.
As a liberal arts institution that,
according to its mission statement,
aims to instruct students on how to
“answer to changes in the world,”
Kenyon has taken significant steps
in recent years to fulfill its commitment to sustainability.
The presence of the Office of
Green Initiatives, the Environmental Studies major, the Sustainability
Council and student organizations
like Environmental Campus Organization (ECO), Land Lords and
the Kenyon Farm reflect a local understanding of the severity of worldwide environmental issues. In 2016,
the College even signed the Second
Nature Climate Leadership Pledge
Carbon Commitment and pledged

Kenyon to a goal of carbon neutrality, though not until around 2040.
However, my observations
throughout my first few months at
Kenyon have led me to believe that
the daily actions of individual students matter just as much as the collective, long-term goals of our institution. Just like an entire ecosystem
will collapse without the thoughtful
contributions of each organism, Kenyon will fail to achieve its sustainability goals unless every community member takes responsibility for
the environmental impact of their
lifestyle choices.
Missing from the gorgeous photos of the Gambier landscape in
Kenyon’s admissions materials or
the virtual campus tour are the
trash bins on campus which seem
to be constantly overflowing with
single-use, disposable items — plas-

tic cutlery, water bottles and coffee cups — that could easily be replaced with reusable alternatives. I
have watched people instinctively
grab three, four or five paper towels in the bathroom when one can
be more than sufficient, or ask for a
plastic bag at the Village Market to
carry home a lightweight item that
could easily fit in their backpack or
a reusable bag. As is the trend in our
fast-paced, consumerist society, we
typically prioritize short-term convenience over the long-term health
of our planet.
I do not mean to suggest that
I have nothing better to do than
spend every waking moment judging people who have not been educated in the ways of environmental
sustainability. But as someone who
has learned about these issues and
tries to adapt my behavior to align

with my concerns and values, I have
seen how simple changes can make
a significant difference in an individual’s carbon footprint and waste
production.
Our isolated location — at a
prestigious, expensive, private college — can make us ignorant to how
pollution and climate change disproportionately affect marginalized
groups, including low-income communities and communities of color.
Although we may not be among the
locations or populations that are
most vulnerable to climate change
or pollution, we have an even greater responsibility to change our behavior because we have the resources available to do so.
Virginia Kane ’22 is from
Alexandria, Va. You can contact her at kane2@kenyon.edu.

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the
opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer.
Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any
submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.

10

Thursday, Nov. 8 | kenyoncollegian.com

Directed at us or our neighbor, hatred cannot go unchecked
MIA SHERIN
CONTRIBUTOR

Martin Niemöller (1892-1984)
was a Lutheran pastor in Germany best known for his opposition
of the Nazi regime. “Then they
came for the Jews, and I did not
speak out —- / because I was not
a Jew. / Then they came for me
— / and there was no one left to
speak for me,” he wrote in a famous poem after the war.
The Trump administration
has come for the poor. It has
come for people of color, women,
immigrants, the LGBTQ+ community, Muslims and others. If
you are still silent, I beg the question, when will it be enough to
make you speak? Will you only
speak up once your own voice is
at risk of being silenced?

It is only a matter of time before they come for you, and the
only people left to speak for you
will be a few rich, white, straight
men. And I’m not confident that
they will be agents of change.
I have always led a life of privilege. I’m white, from an upper
class family and was raised in a
safe and cozy suburb of Chicago.
To say that being Jewish has
ever made me feel unsafe would
be a lie. My family has always
been immersed in the Jewish
community; I attended Jewish
summer camp, had 30 family
members over for a Passover feast
and was accustomed to weekly
Shabbat dinners. Although I’ve
known anti-Semitism exists in
the United States, it has always
felt distant from my life
There are many reasons

CROSSWORD
Across

January
46. aet yerG
47. Vertical toilet
1. Godsend for Isaac
4. A serving of peanut 49. Accompaniments
for pans
butter is two of this
51. Expected hour of
measure
appearance, abbrev.
8. To crush leaves
52. South Asian scrip13. Depend upon
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53. Expected comic sense
mencement of the
15. “Salutations”
116th U.S. Congress
16. “Oh well!”
(day, month)
17. Vegan sandwich
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cookie
57. Legendary ship18. Tracks
wright
19. [TO BE FILLED IN
WHEN RESULTS ARE 58. Pennsylvania-adjacent Great Lake
IN]
59. Chimes
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60. Musical conclusion
not the same as the
61. Wedding cake divimean
23. Hammock brand
sion
24. Plops down
62. Turn off and back
26. Compels to reloon
cate
63. Lost garden of
27. Shines up a hot rod yore
(or bod, for that mat64. Grass and soil
ter)
29. Dolt
Down
30. Family rooms
31. According to it, A = 1. Give a break
65 and B = 66
2. Upcoming live-ac32. The least one can
tion Disney film
do
3. Seers
33. More than some
4. Barbs
35. Poll station take5. Beer foam
alongs
6. Dorm room noise36. Third of 2-Across
makers
39. Oklahoma city
7. Ancient Lebanon
41. Birthgivers, fre8. By means of, in brief
quently
9. 7 and π
45. Like campus in
10. Exclusive

why I chose to speak out about them when they attend services
the shooting at the Tree of Life on Rosh Hashanah.
Synagogue in Pittsburgh. But I
Conversations I have had
know that the selfish reason is about the Pittsburgh shooting
what empowered me the most: were strictly with my Jewish
I do not want this to happen to friends and family. Meanwhile,
me. I want to be capable of be- my non-Jewish peers strayed
ing a counaway
from
selor at my
the converWhen will it
Jewish camp
sation. I am
be enough to
this summer
guilty of the
without fear- make you speak? Will
same
ofing for my- you only speak up once
fense when
self or for my your your own voice is at it comes to
campers.
conversations
risk of being silenced?
I want to
of police bruattend Kentality and imyon’s Hillel
migration,
knowing that I will leave safely. among other crucial political
This is my first year celebrating battles about which I fear I am
Jewish holidays away from my not qualified to speak.
family, and I want to live in a
This passivity must end here.
country where I do not fear for If we continue to only speak out

“

Cameron Austin
Opinions Editor

11. 1999 Smash Mouth
hit
12. Opposites of the
“don’ts”
13. Barged into the
room
20. Consume
21. Neither liquid nor
gas
25. James Bond, for
instance
28. Fellow member of
EDM, familiarly
31. Suddenly
33. Busy Southern
airport
34. Baited
36. A generous 20
percent, perhaps
37. Popular terrier
breed
38. Strangling serpents
40. Lobster and flounder, for example
41. French dance
movements, often
paired with trios
42. Home of Blue Jays
and Raptors
43. Joined in union
44. Buffy the Vampire
______
47. Native of the Beehive State
48. Hurried
50. Burn lights
54. Snooze
55. Grouchy girl on
Victorious
56. Swashbuckling exclamation

Congrats to Meredith Sauer ’21 and Emily Criss ’21 for submitting a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword
to collegian@kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!

when violence affects groups personal to us, how can we expect
others to speak out on our behalf?
I wish it didn’t take an attack on
Jews for me to come to this realization, but I hope to encourage
others to break this cycle.
I vow to speak up for the
rights of those whose voices are
being taken away, and I urge you
to do the same.
Do not wait until they come
for you and your identity. Do
not wait for another shooting,
attack or cruel law that perpetuates oppression. While minority
after minority is being silenced,
there may be no one left to speak
for you.
Mia Sherin ’22 is from Wilmette, Ill. You can contact her at
sherin1@kenyon.edu.

Thursday, Nov. 8

SPORTS

kenyoncollegian.com

11

Lords and Ladies XC run through the night at Wooster meet
After competing in the NCAC tournament, Kenyon traveled to Wooster to compete in 5K.
Lords
DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men’s cross country
team traveled to Wooster, Ohio for
the Twilight 5K hosted by The College of Wooster, which was an unscored event. This was a relatively
small meet for the Lords with just 39
runners representing four schools,
all from the North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC), competing in
the event.
There was a strong showing from
the host school as Wooster saw runners take the first seven spots, and
saw Brian Lief come in first overall
with a time of 15:21.4. Kenyon sent
nine runners to the race, with Paul
Neubauer ’21 crossing the finish line

first for the Lords and 14th overall
with a time of 17:11.4. Next to cross
the finish line for the Lords was Andrew Wedeking ’20 who finished
18th overall with a time of 17:23.
After these two, the race saw a
group of finishers from other NCAC
schools, including Oberlin and Allegheny. Later in the group four more
Lords runners would cross the finish
line, with Patrick Ahlgren ’21, Ben
Dorfman ’21, Daniel Lane ’22, and
Will Spohn ’22 finishing 24th, 25th,
26th and 27th respectively. The last
group to finish for the Lords were
Ben Stillions ’22, Steve Lucas ’21, and
Isaac Hager ’19, finishing 29th, 33rd
and 38th, respectively.
Looking ahead, the Lords have
one more event left in the 2018 season, and it is the NCAA Division III
Regional Championships. The event

will take place Saturday, Nov. 10th in
Franklin, Ind.

Ladies
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

Ladies Cross Country traveled to
the College of Wooster on Friday to
take part in the Twilight 5K challenge. The meet, which took place after the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) championships, went
unscored.
Kenyon, who took third place in the
recent championships, looked to continue their strong form in the Twilight
5K challenge in anticipation of the regional championship next weekend.
Caroline Daugherty ’19 took the top
spot among all Lady runners, finish-

ing with a time of 19:31.3, which was a
5K personal best for the season.
Next to finish for the Ladies was
Camille Baxter ’22, who finished 23rd,
crossing the finish line at the 20:58.1
mark. The subsequent two Kenyon
runners to finish the race would do so
back-to-back. Davida Harris ’22 and
Hanna Feuer ’21 finished at 25th and
26th respectively, recording times of
21:17.7 and 21:20.1.
Another consecutive pair was next
to finish for the Ladies, with Cortney Johnson ’21 and Taylor Hazan ’19
claiming the 30th and 31st spots in
the race. Johnson managed to record
a time of 21:33.3 while Hazan came
in with a time of 21:34.9. Finishing
out the race were Katarina Yepez ’22,
who finished at 36th, followed by Mari
Holben ’22 and Megan Gothard ’19 at
37th and 39th.

Football falters again in Ladies volleyball makes it to NCAC
game at Depauw Tigers semifinal, fall to ranked Wittenberg
Lords have one last chance to get
the elusive win Saturday at home.

Delaney Swanson ’19 finishes Kenyon career ranked
third all-time in kills, fourth in attacking percentage.

Pass from Thomas Merkle ’20 | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Delaney Swanson ’19 stretches out to save a point for Ladies. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 5, the Kenyon
Lords lost their second to last
game of the season to the DePauw Tigers with a final score
of 38-6.
DePauw earned most of its
points from Chase Andries
and Andy Hunt, but Kenyon
quarterback Thomas Merkle ’20 went 28-of-46 for 288
yards. The Lords’ receiver,
Ian Robertson ’19, hauled in
10 passes for 164 yards. In addition, Merkle and Robertson
connected on Kenyon’s lone
scoring play of the game, a
48-yard, third-quarter touchdown toss.
The Tigers opened the
game with 10 first-quarter
points, which Jake Tanner

gained on a 20-yard field goal.
This play was followed by a
28-yard pass from Andries
to Hunt, who finished the
contest with nine catches for
116 yards and a total of two
touchdowns.
The Kenyon Lords will
play their final game of the
season this Saturday, Nov. 10
and host Denison on their
home Mavec Field for Kenyon’s Senior Day.
The Lords have had a rough
year, going 0-9 for the entire
season as they are staring at
a second straight winless season. However, the Lords are
hopeful to come out victorious in their final game. The
senior ceremony will honor
the 12 seniors and thank them
for their four years of sportsmanship and dedication.

JORDY FEE-PLATT
STAFF WRITER

Entering the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) Tournament in desperate need of a deep
run, the Ladies volleyball team
started very strong with a straightset win over Ohio Wesleyan, 2523, 25-21, 25-22. It was certainly a
closely contested match as the two
teams were separated by a combined nine points. Delaney Swanson ’19 led the way with 16 kills,
with Mackenzie Bruzzio ’20 adding 11 of her own.
Kenyon struggled early, falling
behind OWU 17-12. The ensuing 6-1 run by the Ladies proved
to be a key moment in the match,
as they took control of the set and
didn’t look back. Although the
Battling Bishops remained close
in the second and third sets, the

Ladies rarely relinquished the lead for the Ladies to overcome against
and limited their opponents to a a Tiger team that had lost only
measly .120 hitting percentage.
twice. Coach Kendra Mosher still
The Ladies put up a tough fight remained positive after the defeat.
against the third-ranked team in
“I am really proud of our
the nation, Wittenberg University, team for the grit and determinain their final game of the season, tion we played with at the NCAC
but ultimately fell in four sets. They tournament,” she said. “We were
were
preable to take
pared from
care of busiI am really proud
the start, as
ness
against
of our team for
they
took
Ohio Wesleyan
the grit and determination
the first set,
in three sets
we played with at the NCAC
25-22. Trailwhich was an
tournament.
ing 22-20,
improvement
they scored
from our five
five points in Head Coach Kendra Mosher
set win over
a row with
them
earlier
kills from Swanson and Bruzzio.
this year.”
The team’s success was shortThe loss marked the end of an
lived. Wittenberg roared back, outstanding career for Swanson.
winning three uncompetitive sets She finishes third all time in school
in a row. A .060 hitting percentage history with 1,236 kills and ranks
and 26 errors were far too much fourth in attack percentage at .198.

“
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Lords soccer wins NCAC tournament, gets bid into NCAA
Lords will play in the first round of the NCAA tournament after another successful season.
CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon College hosted the men’s
soccer North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) tournament this
past Saturday. The Lords faced off
against the Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) Battling Bishops,
where they left with a commanding
4-0 win. They faced them earlier in
the season at Mavec Field where it
ended in a 1-1 draw after two periods of extra time, and they wanted
to avenge their loss from last year’s
NCAC tournament finals where
they lost in penalty kicks to OWU
by a score of 2-3.
The Lords’ seniors came into this
game with high intensity and the intention of making it to the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) Division III tournament
for the fourth consecutive time. David Anderson ’19 began the scoring
by putting the Lords on the board in
the 10th minute with the assist coming from Philippe Stengel’s ’20 low
cross across the six-yard box. Three
minutes following the first goal,
Max Taylor ’20 put away his third of
the year, making it 2-0 for the Lords.
The goals continued to pour

Shot by David Anderson ’19 | FRANCIS BYRNE

in for Kenyon with another in the
44th minute from Jack Cohen ’21.
The nail in the coffin came in the
59th minute with a goal by Anderson for his team-high 12th goal of
the season, and he earned a brace
for the game. Kenyon won the game

Lords celebrate a goal by Jack Cohen ’21 in NCAC championship. | FRANCIS BYRNE

by a score of 4-0 leading them to
their third NCAC Championship
in four years.
“It was a fantastic result this
weekend, and we need to come out
with the same fire for the NCAA
tournament,” Bret Lowry ’19 said.

“We have to keep playing our game.
It’ll be important to make sure everyone has the right preparation
and mindset for this weekend because it’s win or go home.”
Kenyon (16-1-2) will host
Maryville College (14-3-1), on Sat-

Kenyon swimming takes on Division I team
Ladies
JACKSON WALD
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon women’s swimming and diving
team competed against Michigan State University this past Saturday in Lansing, Mich.
The Ladies were looking to avenge a heartbreaking defeat against Michigan State last
year, in which the Ladies fell 149-151. However,
the Ladies would fall again to the Spartans by a
score of 109-151. Even though the Ladies were
defeated, they managed to secure victories,
winning seven events and finished in the top
three in 13 events.
In the 200-yard medley, Crile Hart ’21,
Makena Markert ’21, Racine Ross ’22 and
Abby Wilson ’19 posted a time of 1:44.59, winning them the event. In the 200-meter freestyle, Hannah Orbach-Mandel ’19 won with a
time of 1:53.13. Orbach-Mandel would go on to
win the 200 backstroke, while Hart would go
on to win the 100 freestyle.
Scout Wilkins ’20 came in first place in
the 500 freestyle, with a time of 5:13.74. The
last Ladies victory came in the 400-yard freestyle relay, in which Hart, Wilson, Orbach-

Mandel and Emmerson Mirus ’21 posted a
time of 3:28.26.
Throughout the contest, the Ladies compiled various close finishes during the event.
Wilkins placed third in the 1,000 yard freestyle, and Wilson was the in the 50-yard freestyle — a race in which she was only 0.02 seconds behind first place.
The Ladies next compete on Nov. 9, where
the will travel to Columbus to compete against
the Ohio State University at 6 p.m.

Lords
JOE WINT
STAFF WRITER

This past Saturday, the Lords competed
against the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division I team Michigan
State University in their first dual meet of the
season. After coming off a strong performance
at the Kenyon College Relays, the Lords fell in a
blowout 190 -108.
Michigan State dominated throughout the
entire afternoon, but it wasn’t all bad as Kenyon
diver Ryder Sammons ’19 placed first in the
diving event with an impressive score of 271.79.

The Lords finished second in nine individual events along with the 200 yard medley relay
and the 400 yard freestyle relay. The list of individual runner-ups include Robert Williams
’19 in the 200 yard freestyle (1:42.12), Nicholas Tong ’22 in the 100 yard backstroke (51.79),
Luis Weekes ’22 (58.92), Jon Zimdars ’19 in the
200 yard butterfly (1:15.76). In addition, Tommy Weiss ’20 (46.99), Mick Bartholomew ’20 in
the 200-yard backstroke (1:52.92), Kieran Allsop ’20 in the 200-yard breaststroke (2:09.24),
Connor Rumpit ’20 in the 500-yard freestyle
(4:41.15), and Grant Thompson ’21 in the 400yard individual medley (4:06.04) were also able
to get runner up positions in this difficult meet.
“We were happy to encounter some great
competition from Michigan State. We knew
the meet would be challenging, and apart from
a fluke situation with one of our relays I think
we had a pretty solid meet overall,” Rumpit
said. “One great thing from the meet was Ryder Sammons winning one of the diving events
— we’re very excited to see what he is capable of
throughout the season.”
Kenyon will look to build on this performance next Friday with another Division I dual
meet against Ohio State University.

urday, Nov. 10 at 11 a.m. at Mavec
Field for the first round of NCAA
Division III tournament play. If
they win on Saturday, they will
play the winner of Carnegie Mellon
University and Centre College Sunday at 1 p.m.

Weekly
Scores
Soccer (M)
11/3

KENYON
OHIO WESLEYAN

4
0

Women’s Swim
11/3

KENYON
MICHIGAN STATE

109
191

Men’s Swim
11/3

KENYON
MICHIGAN STATE

108
190

Volleyball
11/2
11/3

KENYON
OWU
KENYON
WITTENBERG

3
0
1
3

Football
11/3
Ryder Sammons ’19 impressed in the meet at Michigan State as he won the diving event. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

KENYON
ALLEGHENY

6
38

